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M

Interweaving the Town Hall Square paving with George Street paving 
in order to create a smooth transition and enhance different uses 
and characters. 
Photos: Brighton New Road, UK & Circular Quay, Sydney

CREATE A UNIFIED CONTEXT

• Coordinate the paving in Town Hall Square with 
the George Street redesign. 

• The paving in Town Hall Square extends across 
Pitt Street to add a second building edge. 

• Ensure a paving material and paving pattern 
which provides a dignified platform for the 
heritage buildings.

• The paving should accommodate for inclusive 
design as well as entry by service vehicles for 
events. 

• Integrate utilities for events in the paving - "smart 
surface".

Unified paving 

Coordinate the 
paving of George St, 

Town Hall Sq and 
Sydney Sq - paving 

should help create a 
unified context

Interweaving the 
paving

Paving continues to 
Trinity Church272
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Above ground /below ground
GOOD RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ABOVE & 
BELOW GROUND

With train station, metro station and retail arcades 
below ground the underground pedestrian network 
has a high volume of users as pedestrian counts show 
(p 12). To connect these people with the spaces above 
ground is vital. 

• Improve the quality of the underground entrances 
in general. 

• Relocate underground entrances to buildings to 
achieve more walking space and less clutter.

• Redeveloping Town Hall Square as well as 
the underground retail creates a possibility to 
integrate soil depth for tree-planting where 
needed.

M

Future upgrade 
of underground 
retail

Possible future 
upgrade of under-
ground retail

New possible 
entry point

New possible 
entry point

QVB

Entrances suggested removed

Entrances relocated to buildingsEntrances from the public spaces (map 
does not show entrances from surround-
ing streets e.g Bathurst Street

Picture from the Jackon Teece Architects Access study of the Town 
Hall forecourt, exploring extension of the ground level of the street  
up to Town Hall, and to integrate elevators for improved access.

24

Option 2
Visualisations

High pedestrian volumes

5,7 million
Yearly enter 

Town Hall  
arcade

from Town Hall Station 
through the underground 

connection
(B&P Traffic Analysis)
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M

Trees and shading

• Town Hall precinct is quite exposed to the 
sun and reasonable shade should be provided 
through tree planting and shading structures.

• Planting possibility is limited on George Street 
due to underground spaces and lack of planting 
depth. Thus some elegant shading structures 
are suggested for this quite exposed space. 

• Keep and maintain trees where possible in 
Sydney Square to support the experience of a 
garden space.

• Park Street has a high level of vehicular traffic. 
Adding a green buffer that softens the impact 
of the traffic on Park Street will help to define 
the new square, while maintaining permeability.
Pavilions and a pergola structure could be 
integrated within the zone.

• Canopies should be maintained to enforce 
sightlines across the square. 

GREEN OASIS AND OPEN PUBLIC SPACE

Zone for tree planting towards Park 
Street. 
Photo: Battery park, NY

Trees in planter pots can 
supplement in areas where 
planting is not possible due to 
lack of soil. 
Photo: Sydney Eye Hospital

Tree zone creates 
a buffer towards 
Park Street and 
provide shading

Need for shading 
element in 
George Street

Ensure that 
the visual 
connection 
is kept under 
existing trees by 
maintaining the 
canopy

Greenery integrated 
with the seating zone
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Lower landscape

M

INTEGRATE LOW LEVEL LANDSCAPING 
WITH ZONES OF SEATING AND TREES

• Low level planting can be integrated with seating 
zones without becoming a barrier in George 
Street.

• Improve, expand and maintain the low level 
landscaping around St Andrews Cathedral. 
Integrate the landscaping with seating elements. 

• Reinforce the sense of a garden in Sydney Square 
while providing an urban green feel to George 
Street and Town Hall Square.

• Plants should be native, attractive, seasonal, 
colourful and easy to maintain. 

Introduce indigenous grasses as additional green elements

A garden edge
on the north and west 

side of the Cathedral and 
a more urban edge along 

George Street

Low level green can be 
integrated with seating in 

front of Town Hall

Low level planting could be 
integrated with seating in the 
proposed tree planting zone

Trees in planter 
pots can be 
an alternative 
option

Possible low-level 
planting zone

Integrated with 
tree lines/tree 
zones to  avoid 
being a barrier

Remove low level plant-
ing that today form a 
barrier for pedestrian 
flow in the busy corner 
of Bathurst st/George 
Street
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Public seating

• Seating should be placed so that there is 
possibility to sit in sun or shade.

• Seating elements should be arranged to enable 
people to both sit alone or together. 

• Seating should be placed so that there are both 
opportunities to sit in calmer places (such as in 
Sydney Square) or to view people walking by (such 
as outside Town Hall) or to sit and be social on 
movable chairs or larger seating elements.

• Larger seating elements that stand out more can 
be a focal point and meeting place.

• Temporary seating such as swings can be used 
to temporarily transform the place and offer 
something surprising, fun or different

• Seating should be both durable and comfortable.
• The Sydney bench should be used where 

appropriate. 

M

Flexible seating 
in the garden 
of Sydney 
Square

Sunny areas 
around the 
Cathedral

In the tree-zone. 
Shade, being 
social or waiting 
for the bus

Larger seating 
element

Outside Town Hall 
- a great place for  
meeting & people 

watching

A row of north 
facing public 
seating that 
offers views 
of the square, 
Town Hall, QVB 
and Trinity 
Church

Long, comfortable benches that offer seating for many and create a 
sense of place. 
Photos: Brighton New Road, UK & Circular Quay, Sydney

A WIDE VARIETY OF SEATING OPTIONS

Proposed seating zone 

Flexible seating zone
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• Ensure that both commercial and non-commercial 
seating is offered.

• Provide umbrellas when needed.
• Take advantage of the sunlit areas along the 

southern facades.
• Introduce guidelines for outdoor serving - colours, 

materials, types - where deviations are subject to 
approval. 

• Ensure that all elements for outdoor serving are 
not fixed but removable to maintain a flexible use 
and avoid privatisation of the open spaces. 

Cane chairs with wooden tables and white umbrellas with wooden 
structure offer a coherent experience for the users.
Copenhagen, Denmark

M

Outdoor dining & cafes
HELPS ACTIVATE THE SQUARE AND OFFERS 
ANOTHER WAY TO ENJOY THE SPACE

Existing café zone

Proposed café zone
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M

• The city's Public Art Plan establishes the vision 
for Public Art within the precinct.

• Cloud Arch is the dominant art element in Town 
Hall precinct. Cloud Arch can be supplemented 
by smaller/temporary art elements in e.g. Sydney 
Square, but shouldn't be challenged by other 
major art works in the area. 

• Artistic integration of lighting in furniture, ligthing 
of tree canopies, water features and heritage 
elements could be thought of as more subtle ways 
of supplementing Cloud Arch. 

• Town Hall and Sydney Squares could support 
temporary artworks or other cultural planning, if 
appropriate.

Public art

Cloud Arch - large scale sculpture in 
George Street. 
Artist: Junya Ishigami+associates

DIFFERENT ART FOR DIFFERENT SPACES 
WITHIN THE CONTEXT

Consider oppor-
tunities for tem-
porary program

The facade can 
be used for 
temporary art 
projections

Cloud Arch

Consider opportunities 
for temporrary programs 
as appropriate
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M

Water elements

Flexible water feature at 
Solbjerg Plads, Copenhagen

Water mists are playful and cooling 
and can come in different varieties.
Place Terraux, Lyon, France

• Water jets could be integrated in the paving of 
Town Hall Square to offer a playful element, the 
sound of water and a cooling effect on hot days. 
Water jets can be programmed to offer variation 
through the day and the season and can be turned 
off to still allow for events to take place. 

• Town Hall Arcade has a fountain underground that 
is visible in Sydney Square. It could be explored if 
this waterwall could be extended up above ground 
to offer a water element in the square that would 
also have a visual impact in George Street. 

FLEXIBLE, PLAYFUL AND CHARACTERISTIC

Flexible water jets/ 
water collectors, water 
as art

Expose water 
element above 
ground 
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Lighting

• Celebrate the grand facades of the heritage 
buildings. 

• Encourage modern buildings with glazed 
frontages to contribute with interior lighting. 

• Add artistic, poetic elements e.g. lighting of trees 
or water features.

• Ensure that lighting infrastructure does not create 
visual clutter during the day, or obstacles for 
pedestrians.

• Ensure flexible lighting to accommodate both 
everyday activities and events.

• Consider a bespoke lighting design for Town Hall/ 
Sydney Squares

A WARM WELCOMING IMPRESSION AT 
NIGHT TIME

Lighting of 
heritage 
facades

Lighting of 
heritage 
facades

Flexible lighting from 
lighting poles in all 3 
spaces

Lighting of 
heritage 
facades

Ambient lighting 
in water feature

Lighting 
from Cafés/
bar

Lighting along 
George Street

Interior lighting 
adding to the 
feeling of an active, 
populated space

Interior lighting 
adding to the 
feeling of an active, 
populated space

Lighting in 
furniture

Ambient tree 
lighting
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DIFFERENT SPACES GIVE PLACE TO 
DIFFERENT TYPES OF EVENTS

• Town Hall Square will be like an urban living 
room and house larger events like concerts, 
demonstrations, sports events etc. 

• Sydney Square should be an inviting, quiet and 
intimate everyday square, where people rest and 
meet. Sydney Square will offer space to smaller 
more intimate events.

• Develop an event strategy and event calendar for 
the three squares. 

• Prioritize events that reflect the seasons and 
the character of the spaces - Living Colour for 
example further enhances the garden character of 
Sydney Square.

• Develop an approach to temporary and 
transitional uses during the redevelopment of the 
precinct. 

• Ensure availability of power, speakers and wifi as 
well as lighting which can be adapted for events.

• Provide temporary shading elements for events.
• Commercial events should be limited in number in 

all three spaces to not overpower the experience 
of Town Hall as a civic precinct open for all. 

• Guidelines should be developed for commercial 
events to ensure that the quality and the types of 
events fit with the overall intention of Town Hall. 

Event guidelines

Larger events in 
Town Hall 
Square

Intimate events in
Sydney Square
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Summary of urban design elements

BUS
BUS

M

Possible future redevelopment 
of Town Hall forecourt 

Larger seating 
element - a meeting 
point

Zone for smaller events 
and/or flexible public 

seating in Sydney Square

Stairs and lift to Town Hall 
Station to be integrated in 
future redeveloped buildings

The future of the space between 
Lightrail stop and building depend 
on the surrounding redevelopment 
as well as access requirements for 
vehicles

Large & flexible central 
part of Town Hall Square. A 
space for events, temporary 
art, additional temporary 
seating or flexible water 
jets that can be switched on 
and off.

If a possible new entrance 
to the Metro is placed in this 
location, it could be inte-
grated with the park zone - 
into one of the pavilions

A mini -park at Park Street - 
a permeable zone of seating 
and greenery , new trees 
and possibly pavilions

Active ground �oor

Potential kiosk locations

Possible pavilion in Park 
Street “park zone”

Zone of public seating combined 
with low level planting

Public seating oriented along 
facade or existing element

Flexible seating zone

Commercial seating

Entrance to Town Hall Station

Flexible water feature

Entrances

Active ground floor

Potential kiosk locations

Possible pavilion in Park Street 
“park zone”

Entrance to Town Hall Station

Zone of public seating combined 
with low level planting

Public seating oriented along 
facade or existing element

Flexible seating zone

Commercial seating zone

Flexible water feature

Entrances
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There's potential to improve 
the space south of Andrews 
Cathedral, increase walking 

space and possibly add a kiosk 
& seating
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Water & lighting Flexible water jets with lighting at night. 
Solbjerg plads, Copenhagen

Public Seating and water Flexible seating and water jets, 
Dilworth Plaza, Philadelphia,

Public Seating & Lower landscape Playful seating in form of 
swings combined with greenery. The Porch, Philadelphia

Public Seating Flexible playful seating. Museum plein, 
Vienna

Public seating & Paving Comfortable public seating, also great 
for groups, and high quality paving. New Road, Brighton

Built edge/activation Pavilions create an edge to a square. 
Strong contact between outside and inside. Stockholm

Public Seating and Trees A mini-park achieved by combining 
trees and public seating. Battery park, NY

REFERENCES
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Heritage buildings and light Light enhancing heritage 
facades. Glasgow

Outdoor dining and cafés. Café seating with a view out over 
the square. Kongens nytorv, Copenhagen
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Summary
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+ träd 
+axo from sydney sq
main question - input to george street, do we have 
previous recommendations to look at?

George Street
M

Pitt Street

Pitt Street

Busstop 

A lively, open, central 
square for both 
everyday life and larger 
events

A great street for 
pedestrians and public 
transport
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+ träd 
+axo from sydney sq
main question - input to george street, do we have 
previous recommendations to look at?

George Street
M

Pitt Street

Pitt Street

Busstop 

A quiet respite away from 
the hustle and bustle of 
the city 

Town Hall precinct

3 different characters - 1 strong context
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+ träd 
+axo from sydney sq
main question - input to george street, do we have 
previous recommendations to look at?

George Street
M

Pitt Street

Pitt Street

Busstop 

Spatial organisation of Town Hall Square
Cultural/commu-
nity function with an 
active edge towards 
the square 

The long bench - a public 
bench complimenting 
the café seating.

The central seat - a larger 
seating element within the 
Town Hall Square surface

A mini -park at 
Park Street - a 

permeable zone 
of seating and 

greenery - this 
is a place where 
new tree plant-

ing is possible to 
integrate

The flexible 
middle

Boarding and short term 
waiting for the bus

Café-style 
seating zone

Potential seating zone 
outside the Criterion

The new Metro 
entrance
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LIFE ALONG THE EDGE AND LIFE IN THE 
CENTER

Park Street has a high level of 
vehicular traffic. Adding a buffer 
zone that softens the impact of 
the traffic on Park Street will 
help to define the new square. 
Kiosks and a pergola structure 
could be integrated within the 
zone. It is key to make sure the 
zone does not become a barrier 
- it should be permeable with 
plenty of space to cross through 
it, and move between Park Street 
and Town Hall Square.

The flexible middle can be used for 
events, art exhibitions, additional 
temporary seating or occupied 
partly by water jets

Closest to Park Street is a narrow 
zone under the existing trees, 
with benches and bus-informa-
tion, this is the boarding zone for 
travelling by bus

Walking zone

The long bench zone 
-  a great place to view 
the activity in the square 
and absorb the general 
atmosphere of the city
The zone can differ in 
width as to get more or 
less seating space and 
increase or decrease the 
flexible zone in the middle
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+ träd 
+axo from sydney sq
main question - input to george street, do we have 
previous recommendations to look at?

George Street
M

Pitt Street

Pitt Street

Busstop 

Spatial organisation of George Street

Seating zone - seating 
should be integrated with 
the existing trees as to not 
becopme a barrier

Suggested seating zone 
outside Town Hall (p 45)

Increased walking space 
for pedestrians coming 
from Bathurst Street to 
the lightrail stop

Active groundfloor in future 
redevelopment of buildings

Possible shading structure 
 - this area is very sun 

exposed during the day and 
year

The central seat - a larger 
seating element on the 

border of Town Hall Square  
and George Street

Possibility to create a 
space that both forms a 
better base for St  An-
drews Cathedral as well 
as provides for example 
a small kiosk. Alterna-
tively a kiosk could also 
be integrated  in the tree 
line zone.

290



45Gehl 

DRAFT 2017-10-10

Light 
Rail

ca 11mca 11m

Town Hall Square Town Hall Square

SECTION GEORGE STREET

Lightrail stop - integrated 
with the space.

Seating zone
An extended, light awning 
could offer shade for both 
seating as well as for part 
of the walking zone 

Seating zone integrated with 
existing trees providing shade - 
important to  make sure it does 
not become a barrier!

Bench along St Andrews 
Cathedral

St Andrews 
Cathedral

Stairs and lift to 
Town Hall Station 
to be integrated in 
future redeveloped 
buildings

Walking zone
Emergency vehicle 

zone

Walking zone
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Spatial organisation of Sydney Square

+ träd 
+axo from sydney sq
main question - input to george street, do we have 
previous recommendations to look at?

George Street
M

Pitt Street

Pitt Street

Busstop 

Possible re-thinking of 
Town Hall's forecourt, also 
presented in the Jackson 
Teece Architects' Access 
Study

Seating around St Andrews 
Cathedral. 

Non-commerical seating 
in the centre - or a place 
for smaller events when 
there is need
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BENCHES AROUND ST ANDREWS 
CATHEDRAL

(EXTRACTS FROM THE SYDNEY SQUARE 
DESIGN STUDY)

POSSIBLE RE-THINKING OF TOWN 
HALL'S FORECOURT

ACTIVATING LOWER SYDNEY SQUARE
Option 2
Visualisations

Option 1 with Metro entrance
Visualisations

The edge around the Cathedral has sun during most 
of the day and a view of the square. Improve existing 
low level planting and add comfortable benches that 
correlate with the style of benches used in the rest of 
the precinct

A proposal is to level out the forecourt in front 
of Town Hall to loose the sunken forecourt and 
to create a new forecourt for Town Hall in direct 
connection with Sydney Square, George Street and 
the new Town Hall Square. 

The circular stairs have very little foot traffic, but are 
used as secondary seating. A proposal is to use the 
colonade and the indoor space behind it for a small 
function such as a café, and offer seating outside and 
in the stairs, to accommodate the lunch-life around 
Sydney Square.

Visualisation and exploration in plan of the possibility for an active 
function around the collonade corner

FHR

FHR

F

6m

6m

Showers

Lower Town Hall
Existing store

Existing air 
handling unit

New frameless 
glass enclosure

CAFÉ SERVICE

Upgrade the stair 
for seating?

Use gained space 
as efficiently as 
possible

Can some of the underground space be filled in here to achieve 
soil volume for tree planting - and is tree planting achievable 
and/or wanted?

If trees are planted it is key that the canopies are 
quite high to ensure visual connection between the 
forecourt area and Town Hall Square - to achieve 
the feeling of One Square.

Challenges with the scheme are if train access is 
too compromised, and that the existing jacarandas 
in front of Town Hall are in conflict with the 
suggestion.

Base - Jackon Teece architects with 
Gehl additions

Benches placed with a distance to the facade. Suggested for use 
along facades facing George Street, where the setting is more 
urban.

An improved planting zone that increases the feeling of garden i 
Sydney Square. Comfortable benches along.
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